the observed specimens have elongated, almost rectangular shape; short rostrum; denticles at the postero-ventral angle of the carapace; postabdomen oval with anus located on its proximal dorsal margin (Figs. 1-3) , which are typical features of the genus Dunhevedia. the presence of one large and three small teeth on the outer margin of the labral plate (Fig. 4) and two denticles on the postero-ventral angle of the carapace (Fig. 3) confirm the specimens as D. colombiensis.
Based exclusively on the number of labral teeth and carapace denticles, stingelin (1913) described this taxon as a variety of Dunhevedia odontoplax. smirnov (1996) elevated colombiensis to the species status, using the same characters to distinguish these two species. nevertheless, the number of labral teeth and carapace denticles can vary within limits according to age, sex, and population, as rajapaksa & Fernando (1987) noted for north american species of Dunhevedia. a great overlap exists in geographical distribution. distribution between D. odontoplax and D. colombiensis. according to smirnov (1996) , D. odontoplax is found from nicaragua to chile, while D. colombiensis has been reported in colombia and argentina. so, the occurrence of D. colombiensis in Brazil, reported here for the first time, is not surprising.
on the other hand, the overlapping distributions of D. odontoplax and D. colombiensis, as well the variations possible in their diagnostic characters, suggests the need for more detailed morphological and ecological studies comparing these two species.
